Memorial for Eldon C. "Red" Wagner ~ (By Paul R. Wolt)

We have gathered together this day to celebrate the life of Eldon Christian Wagner
here on earth. "Red" as he was called by all who knew him, was my professor, my
mentor, my colleague, and my friend. I appreciate that the family has asked me to

give this memorial for him.

I first met "Red" nearly 50 years ago on a September day when he greeted his
freshman surveying class of which I was a member. I soon recognized him as an
outstanding and dedicated teacher, with a great love and enthusiasm for surveying.
He transferred that love and enthusiasm to me, and I went on to take six more
courses from him as an undergraduate. After obtaining my BS degree, primarily
through "Red's" encouragement, I returned to Wisconsin to do graduate work.
After receiving my Ph.D. degree, I took a position at the University of California-
Berkeley, but three years later in 1970, again largely through the efforts and
encouragement of "Red", I returned to Wisconsin. It was then, working as his
colleague, that I really came to appreciate this very special man. He always had a
smile on his face, and working together with him was a genuine pleasure. He
never asked me or any of his colleagues to do anything he wouldn't have gladly
done himself had he had the time. Words that come to my mind in thinking back
about "Red" include steady, solid, honest, fair and forthright, He never minced
his words, and you always knew exactly what was on his mind.

Red was born on a farm in Hillsboro, Wisconsin in 1914 and moved to Madison in
1928. He graduated from Madison West High School in 1932. He served on the
civil engineering faculty of the University of Wisconsin-Madison from 1936
through the time of his retirement in 1978, with a five-year military leave during
World War II. In 1937 he married the love of his life, his dear Roselyn. They
enjoyed 63 wonderful years together. They were almost inseperable partners, and
deeply in love till the end. Together they raised two children, Sally Wagner
Seinwill and Reverend Tom Wagner, and at his passing, "Red" had four
grandchildren and one great grandchild.

"Red" received his undergraduate and graduate education at the University of
Wisconsin, and was already an Assistant Professor of Surveying at UW Madison
when World War II broke out. He served during the war in the North African and
European Theatres, heading a topographic mapping batallion. While in service, he
used aerial photographs and a new science called photogrammetry to rapidly and
accurately prepare maps to support the war effort. Upon returning to Wisconsin
after the war, he immediately introduced the first course in photogrammetry into
the surveying and mapping curriculum. Under "Red's" direction, the surveying and
photogrammetry program at Wisconsin grew to become one of the most renowned
in the United States. It attracted students from around the world, and produced
graduates who became professors of surveying and mapping at universities
throughout the United States and the world, and others who became leaders in
surveying and mapping businesses and government organizations.
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Although "Red" was involved in many different professional activities, perhaps his
most significant contributions were made to the practice of land surveying in
Wisconsin. He was instrumental in founding the Wisconsin Society of Land
Suveyors, a professional organization dedicated to the improvement of land
surveying in Wisconsin that has grown from a few members to a number now
approaching 1000 members. "Red" worked continuously throughout his career to
strengthen and broaden the service that professional land surveyors extend to
society. He played a major role in drafting the original legislation requiring Land
Surveyors to be registered, and he assisted in drafting the sub-division legislation
which is now a part of the Wisconsin statutes. He advised the Registration Board
on matters related to land surveying, and he prepared and graded the registration
examination for many years. He also presented many workshops on the subjects of
photogrammetry, and computing state plane coordinates, when these important
new topics were understood by few. All of this was done without remuneration.

It is doubtful that any one person could ever match the contributions to surveying
in Wisconsin that were made by "Red" Wagner.

A memorial on the life of "Red" Wagner would not be complete without mention
of the summer surveying camps which he directed throughout his tenure at
Wisconsin. They were first held at Devils Lake State Park, and later at Taylor
Lake in the Chequamegon National Forest of northern Wisconsin. During the
camps "Red" and his dear Roselyn were a team, with "Red" directing the
instructional program while "Rosie" planned the meals and handled many other
tasks. It was hard work for them, but rewarding, and they both truly loved the
experiences. Although some new theory was taught at the camps, their principal
thrust was to provide students with practical experience in a civil engineering job-
like situation. "Red" truly believed that this was an extremely important element in
engineering education. Most students agreed, though for some it took a few years
for them to appreciate the knowledge they had gained. Even today at gatherings
of UW civil engineering alumni, summer camp experiences are often the most
common topic of conversation, with former students praising benefits gained there.

"Red" was a member of the American Society of Civil Engineers and served as
state president, he was a member of the National Society of Professional Engineers
and was its secretary and a director, he was a member of the American Congress
on Surveying and Mapping and served as a director, he was a member of the
American Society for Photogrammetry, and a member of the American Society for
Engineering Education. Over the years "Red" received many awards in
recognition of his valuable and dedicated service to the surveying profession.

Time will not allow enumeration of them all, but among them were several
outstanding teaching awards given by the University of Wisconsin College of
Engineering, He also received the "Engineer of the Year" award from the
Wisconsin Society of Professional Engineers, and many awards from the
Wisconsin Society of Land Surveyors for his outstanding service. Perhaps his two
most prestigeous awards were the "Fennel Award for Outstanding Contributions in
Surveying Eduction" given by the American Congress on Surveying and Mapping,
and the "Surveying and Mapping Award" - the highest honor bestowed by the



Surveying and Mapping Division of the American Society of Civil Engineers.

I would like to share with you a few testimonials from former students, colleagues
and associates of "Red's" to illustrate the high regard in which he was held by
those he came in contact with. Some of these testimonials were given in the past,
and others were just received.

From a former student and colleague, Dr. Donald Graff: "I have known "Red" for
25 years. In a quiet and unpretentious way "Red" gave freely of his time and
talents to update and modernize procedures and equipment used in the practice of
engineering. At the same time, his judgements have been tempered with a wisdom
to retain time-tested procedures.

From a long time colleague, Professor C. K. Wang: "Red" was always a smiling
person, kind and gentle. I shall always remember him as a wonderful colleague."
From another colleague, Professor Arthur Robinson: All aspects of "Red"
Wagner's career, academic and professional, were outstanding and reflect the
brilliance of a very talented, but modest, person.

From Fred Copp, a Wisconsin Land Surveyor: "Red's influence as a professional,
and as a gentleman, have had immeasurable influence on Wisconsin surveyors.
Without him many of us would probably not be professional land surveyors today."

From another Wisconsin Land Surveyor, Fred Zietlow: "Red Wagner's dedication
to the surveying profession is unequalled. He was an outstanding member of our
Wisconsin Society of Land Surveyors since its inception, and has made
unparalleled contributions to the University of Wisconsin as a faculty member."
From the former Chief of Engineering Services of the Wisconsin Department of
Transportation: "Through the years we have consulted with "Red" Wagner on
many occasions. He always gave freely of his time and knowledge for the
betterment of the people of the State of Wisconsin. He always made us feel
welcome - never hesitating in the least to help. And his advice was always of the
highest professional character in keeping with his personal tradition of high
standards which he always demonstrated at the University of Wisconsin."

And from the chief of the topographic division of the U. S. Geological Survey,
Morris Thompson: "Professor Wagner has always brought to his profession an
attitude of friendliness, cooperation and good cheer. This added to the realization
of his high professional attainments, made it a pleasure for me to work with him
and be his friend."

And this from a paper which is scheduled to be published in this month's Bulletin
of the American Congress on Surveying and Mapping: Among those who shaped
my career there was one very special teacher, Professor Eldon "Red" Wagner, who
deserves much credit for kindling my interest in surveying, and then nurturing that
interest through my academic career and beyond. His influence in my life will
always be appreciated." Author - myself!

Many good times shared with "Red" (and Roselyn) come to mind, as I reflect upon
the past. There are wonderful memories of times spent together at their beautiful
cabin at Namekagon Lake. And memories of many dinners enjoyed together.
Then there were the student picnics with hamburgers and brats, and of course the



ball games between faculty and students. I'll never forget "Red" standing on the
mound, and the antics he would sometimes go through in delivering pitches. And I
don't recall the students ever being able to master his pitching skills. In
remembering "Red" it would be sinful not to mention his ability as a story teller.
His favorite, and everyone elses too, was the story of a little snake who lived in a
pit with his mother Mrs. Potts. And who could ever forget "Red's patented
whistle which just added to the drama of his stories. What I wouldn't give to hear
him tell that story just one more time.

This last year was a difficult one for "Red". In January of last year he lost his
beloved Roselyn. From that point on, his life was never the same. To make
matters more difficult, sight and hearing impairments created greater challenges in
his life. And his advancing years were taking their toll as his body weakened. But
through it all, he never lost his great sense of humor, his wonderful smile, or his
faith in God. And I can tell you all that his hair remained that beautiful red, right
up to the end.

Though small in stature, he had a huge heart. There is no doubt that the world is a
better place today because "Red" Wagner lived in it.

Thank you.





